Closure of mediastinal wounds with deepithelialized rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flaps.
Deep and narrow mediastinal defect after sternal debridement can be effectively obliterated by deepithelialized vertical rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flaps, based on the superior epigastric vessels. This composite flap has sufficient mass to obviate the need for additional vascularized tissue and is, therefore, offered as an alternative to multiple flap procedures. It offers a superior cosmetic appearance and better chest stability than a traditional island myocutaneous flap. Eleven patients had their mediastinal wounds repaired by this method with a low complication rate and good final results.